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Fire, Life Safety, and Seismic Compliance Guide
Hushoffice Acoustic Pod Installations — U.S. Building Code Reference 

This guide explains the fire, life safety, and seismic requirements that apply to Hushoffice acoustic pod 
installations in the United States, how Hushoffice pods are designed and prepared to meet those 
requirements, and what customers need to do to complete a fully compliant installation. It is intended as a 
general reference; local code and the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) always govern the final 
requirements for a specific project.  

Section 1: Regulatory Compliance & Standards

Seismic Anchorage 
Under the International Building Code (IBC) and corresponding state and local codes, Hushoffice by 
Thinkspace pods may be classified as interior non-structural partitions because they: 

• Exceed 5 feet 9 inches in height (IBC 105.2),
• Are typically installed for periods longer than 180 days (IBC 108.1), and
• Could pose a falling hazard or obstruct egress if they were to collapse or overturn (IBC 101.3).

As a result, installation may be subject to permitting and inspection requirements established by the local 
AHJ. Building owners are responsible for confirming local permit and inspection obligations (IBC 105.1). 
Earthquake design requirements for interior non-structural components are defined in IBC Section 1613, 
which references ASCE 7, Minimum Design Loads and Associated Criteria for Buildings and Other 
Structures. Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods are treated as permanent, non-structural architectural 
components under IBC 1613.1 and ASCE 7 Sections 11.1.3 and 11.2, and are governed by ASCE 7 
Chapter 13 because: 

• Pod weight is less than 25% of the building’s effective seismic weight (ASCE 7, Section 13.1.1),
• Pods are expected to remain in place longer than six months (ASCE 7, Commentary C13.1), and
• Overturning or collapse during a seismic event presents a potential life-safety hazard (ASCE 7,

Commentary C13.1).

Because Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods may function as partitions, they are also presumed to be subject to 
the minimum serviceability requirement of a 5 psf uniformly distributed lateral load, per IBC 1604.3 and IBC 
1607.16. This requirement applies regardless of seismic design category. 
Mechanical anchorage to the floor is required for: 

• All pods located in Risk Category IV occupancies, and

• All pods in buildings assigned to Seismic Design Categories C, D, E, or F.

In Seismic Design Categories A or B, and in occupancies classified as Risk Categories I, II, or III, seismic 
forces are generally considered insignificant (ASCE 7 Sections 11.7 and 13.1.4.3) and the 5 psf lateral load 
does not result in overturning — in these cases, anchorage is not required. 

https://thinkspaceoffice.com/resources?filter=videos&video=hushoffice-fire-life-safety-overview
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As part of the building permit process, anchorage of Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods may require approval 
by a professional engineer licensed in the jurisdiction of construction. These requirements apply only within 
the United States; installations outside the U.S. should reference applicable local codes. 
 

Fire Strobes (Visual Notification) 

Local fire and building code, as interpreted by the Authority Having Jurisdiction, determines whether visual 
fire notification (strobe) devices are required inside an acoustic pod based on the pod’s size, occupancy, 
and use. Requirements vary by jurisdiction and project, so the AHJ’s determination for the specific 
installation governs. 
 

Fire Suppression (Sprinklers) 

Similarly, local fire code and the AHJ determine whether a pod requires integrated fire suppression (e.g., 
sprinkler coverage) based on factors such as enclosed square footage, ceiling height, and existing building 
sprinkler coverage. As with fire strobes, the AHJ’s determination for the specific project governs the final 
requirement. 
Hushoffice by Thinkspace products are thoughtfully designed with safety as a top priority. To minimize fire 
risks, our materials are carefully selected and tested to ensure compliance with international fire safety 
standards. Wall structures include components rated D-s1, d0, or D-s2, d0 according to the EN 13501-1. 
Additionally, the carpet used in our pods is rated Bfl-s1, according to the same reaction to fire classification. 
Upholstery fabrics used as pods’ interior are classified under internationally recognized testing procedures 
such as, among others: Class 1 (A) under the ASTM E84, EN 1021-1 and EN 1021-2, UNI 9175, or CA TB 
117:2013. Lastly, our upholstery foam complies with BS 5852 standards. 
 

 
Section 2: Manufacturer Response — How Hushoffice by Thinkspace 
Pods Are Prepared 

 
Seismic Anchoring 

• All Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods (stock and factory-built) are manufactured with pre-drilled holes 
in the base to support seismic anchoring. 

• Thinkspace can provide seismic drawings and calculations for common baseline flooring types to 
support planning and budgeting. 

• Project-specific seismic drawings and calculations can be provided upon request. This service 
carries an additional cost and a 6–8 week lead time, and does not replace the requirement for final 
approval from the project’s engineer of record. 

• Anchoring hardware is not included with Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods and is not sold as a 
separate kit or aftermarket add-on. Hardware must be sourced locally based on the specific floor 
construction and applied loads. 

• Thinkspace does not approve or provide the anchoring hardware used to secure pods to the floor. 
 

Fire Strobes 

• All Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods (stock and factory-built) include pre-marked locations that are 
drilled during installation to accommodate fire strobe devices. 

• Thinkspace can provide recommended strobe units and recommended installation methods to 
support the selection process. 

• Thinkspace does not approve the final strobe unit selected or its installation. 

 
Fire Suppression 

• All Hushoffice by Thinkspace pods (stock and factory-built) include pre-marked locations that are 
drilled during installation to accommodate fire suppression components (e.g., sprinkler heads). 
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• Thinkspace can offer a standalone Cease Fire fire suppression kit, along with installation 
instructions, as an available option. 

• Thinkspace does not approve the final fire suppression solution selected or its installation. 
 

Thinkspace prepares every pod to be readily adaptable to seismic anchoring, fire strobe integration, and fire 
suppression integration. Final product selection, hardware, and installation method for each of these systems 
are determined by the customer’s project team and approved by the applicable engineer of record and/or 
Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

 
 
Section 3: Customer Responsibility & Next Steps 

 
Thinkspace’s responsibility ends where the building’s systems and code approval begin. Local code and the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction are always the final decision-makers on what a specific pod installation 
requires. To move from a compliant product to a compliant installation, customers should: 
 

1. Confirm Requirements with the AHJ 

• Determine, with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction, whether seismic anchorage, fire strobes, 
and/or fire suppression are required for the specific pod, building, and occupancy. 

• Confirm any permitting and inspection requirements that apply to the installation. 
 

2. Seismic Anchorage 

• Engage a professional engineer licensed in the jurisdiction of construction to review site-specific 
conditions and approve the final anchorage design. 

• Source and supply appropriate floor anchors based on the applied loads and floor construction type. 
• Coordinate and pay for engineering review, stamped calculations (if required), permit applications, 

inspections, and installation labor associated with anchorage. 
• Request Thinkspace’s project-specific seismic drawings and calculations in advance if needed, 

allowing for the associated 6–8 week lead time. 
 

3. Fire Strobes 

• Confirm with the AHJ whether strobe devices are required for the installation. 
• Select a compliant strobe unit — Hushoffice by Thinkspace’s recommendations can help inform 

this selection. 
• Coordinate drilling of the pre-marked strobe locations and installation with a qualified installer. 

 

4. Fire Suppression 

• Confirm with the AHJ whether integrated fire suppression is required for the installation. 
• Select a compliant fire suppression solution — a standalone kit is available from Thinkspace as 

one option. 
• Coordinate drilling of the pre-marked suppression locations and installation with a qualified installer. 

 
Because compliance requirements vary by jurisdiction, building, and occupancy, customers should treat this guide 
as a starting point for those conversations — not a substitute for sign-off from a licensed engineer, qualified 
installer, and the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. 


